SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
power. Kitasato has stated that from
the year 123 B. c. to the restoration of
the Meiji Era (1875), about fifty epidem-
ics have occurred, each one of which ex-
tended over a number of years, sweeping
ail through the country and diminishing
the population considerably. The Japa-
nese first sought what protection quaran-
tine might afford, but still the disease
came in. In 1849 they tried voluntary
vaccination; but although it slowed the
annual attack, it gave only partial relief
because it was not adopted throughout
the Empire. In 1874 laws compelling
vaccination were enacted, but they were
not sufficiently enforced. This step had
its effect in reducing the number of cases
and deaths and it even mitigated to an
appreciable extent the cyclic epidemics.
In 1909 a more rigid compulsory law was
placed on the statute books, which pro-
vides that every Japanese baby shall be
vaccinated within 90 days after birth,
and every child shall be revaccinated
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